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ASBESTOS DISEASES — FUNDRAISING 

Statement 

HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral) [5.27 pm]: I rise tonight to bring something to the attention of the 

house. A good friend of mine, Maggie Lewis, who is the manager of the Newman Women’s Shelter, is 

participating in a worthwhile walk to raise money and awareness of asbestos and the people who have been 

unfortunately touched by asbestos diseases. I will read from her letter to me, to give members the thrust of what 

she is doing. The letter reads, in part — 

In May 2012, along with 21 other members of her family, Maggie Lewis, Manager of the Newman 

Women’s Shelter will be walking from Perth to Kalgoorlie to raise funds towards research for the 

Asbestos Diseases Society of Australia. They will also be joined by other families whose lives have 

been affected in some way by asbestos. 

… 

The ADSA raises funds for lifesaving research and treatment and provides valuable service to West 

Australians on all issues arising from exposure to asbestos. 

I hope you will be able to get behind Maggie and sponsor her on this walk; she is a tireless worker in 

her role as Shelter Manager and has made a huge contribution to her local community in improving the 

lives of woman and aboriginal people throughout the Pilbara. For her family it will be more than just a 

walk of a million steps or so. It is something they will accomplish to honour deceased family members 

and for those West Australians who are yet to have their lives turned upside down by their association 

with asbestos, as they know first-hand the distress to them and their family when their lives are cut 

short. We also know how important having a society that can provide information and support is. 

There are contact details included in the letter. If any members would like to help Maggie in her quest, she has a 

fundraising target of $250 000, which is very admirable, and I commend her and her family for their effort, and 

commend the cause to the house. 

 


